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National Committee for the 25th
Anniversary of the United Nations
Press Communique
To commemorate the first quarter-century of the United Nations, a
two-day conference, organized by the National Committee for the 25th
Anniversary of the United Nations, was held on 22 and 23 October 1970
in the Peace Palace at The Hague. An endeavour was made during this
conference to sum up and evaluate the 25 years of the United Nations
existence and to envisage the shape of things to come. The theme was
"Peace, Justice and Progress," as was chosen some time ago by the
General Assembly of the United Nations. Separate papers on these three
subjects were read by various experts, scientists, diplomats and writers,
and on the afternoon of the second day an overall assessment was attempted.
The conference was opened on 22 Octber with an address by H.M.
Queen Juliana which was broadcast live as a message to the entire Dutch
nation. The Queen observed that a genuine will to extend mutual help was
evident for the first time in the history of the United Nations, and expressed the hope that every nation will act in a spirit of respect for the
others. Next the representative of UN Secretary-General U Thant, Mr.
George Ivan Smith, Director of the United Nations office in London,
replied to the Queen and presented her with five medals engraved in the
five official United Nations languages with the words "Peace, Justice and
Progress."
Before the three parts of this theme were discussed by Mr. C.W. Schurmann and Professor B.V A R61ing addressed the conference on the way in
which, over the last 25 years, the United Nations has carried out its
functions under the Charter. Mr. Schurmann, one-time permanent representative of the Netherlands to the United Nations, suggested that the
United Nations was not an organization but an instrument: an instrument
which still needs some tuning but which has proved that it is able to
function well provided proper use is made of it. Technological development
has increased the possibilities of co-operation, and we can all join in by
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regarding ourselves as citizens of the world. Mr. Rdlling was of the opinion
that it was time to do away with the concept of "charity and poor-relief"
and realize a socio-economic order geared to the economic market mechanism. This is in the interest of the rich nations because the problem of
poverty is a problem of war or peace. If the Disarmament Decade and the
Second Development Decade are to succeed countries must sacrifice some
of their national freedom and enter into needed forms of collaboration for
which the United Nations provides an indispensable forum.
Next the subject of "Peace" was introduced by Dr. J. de Beus, one-time
permanent representative of the Netherlands to the United Nations, and
Mr. H. Neuman, Director of the Institute of Irenic Studies. The latter
spoke about misunderstandings which may lead to war. Urgent attention
must be paid to correcting tendentiousness in the teaching of history and
the writing of military history. Further, the possible areas of peaceful
change must be enlarged. The Sohn Committee, correctly in his opinion,
has proposed the eventual setting-up of a permanent body with the task of
establishing facts, and this may be the essential key where international
justice is concerned.
Dr. L. G. M. Jaquet, Director of the Netherlands Society for International Affairs and Mr. W. J. B. Bartels, of the Institute of Political
Science, Nijmegen, next discussed security, the limitation of armaments
and disarmament. It ought to be possible, according to Mr. Bartels, to
achieve positive peace by other means than force, for example through
making the bankruptcy of the policy of violence evident to a broader
public. In this connection there appears to be a need for greater activity on
the part of the United Nations.
The subject of "Justice" was introduced by Professor P. J. G. Kapteyn
and Mr. Th. C. van Boven. Mr. van Boven too spoke about the need to
influence public opinion, in this case with reference to the bridging of the
gulf between the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and reality.
Existing organizations can only deal with the consequences of injustice; the
causes of injustice can only be removed by a modification of structures and
the creation of new conditions. In all this the United Nations, concluded
Mr. van Boven, is an indispensable instrument. Mr. Kapteyn likewise laid
emphasis on the wide gap between the above-mentioned Declaration and
reality, adding that the United Nations has essentially to content itself with
pointing out shortcomings, which serves the purpose of putting governments on their mettle and keeping the cause of human rights alive.
After a reception given by the International Court of Justice, the evening
session was devoted to the process of decolonization, the right of
self-determination and the construction of a world order based on inInternational Lawyer, Vol. 5, No. 2
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ternational law. Dr. A. Pelt, a former Assistant Secretary-General of the
United Nations and one-time Director of the United Nations office in
Geneva, wondered whether the approach to decolonization epitomized by
the transference of power in Libya in. 1948 did not include elements which
could serve as an example for the future, provided that the right of veto
were waived and procedure adapted to local circumstances. Professors
P. H. Kooymans and H. G. Schermers then spoke on the subject of the
international legal order. Professor Kooymans said that the essential thing
in choosing a framework of world, rather than national, interest was to
make a scientific approach to a policy of justice, based on legal and
sociological research, which will enable opportunities for the building of a
world legal order to be more effectively seized, while Professor Schermers
was of the opinion that when nearly every country in the whole world
subscribed to a principle, that constituted law and there was no need of
treaties for it to be binding. It was within the United Nations framework
that a closer definition of that law should then take shape. An answer still,
however, had to be found to the question whether binding international law
can be formed on the basis of the agreement of only a few States.
The following day, the subject of "Progress" was dealt with by Dr. J.
Kaufman, permanent representative of the Netherlands to the OECD,
Professor F. A. M. Alting von Geusau, and Mr. A. Broches, General
Counsel of the World Bank and IDA. Dr. Kaufman expressed the view
that the Committees of ECOSOC and of the Assembly need modification.
Better international co-operation in the economic and social fields must be
achieved, as also more efficient methods of work and better communications. He pointed out that legal perfectionism is the foe of optimal
decision-making, and drew attention to the moral significance of unanimous
decisions. Mr. Broches gave an expos6 of the structure and work-methods
of the World Bank Group, IBRD, IDA and IFC, to which ICSID may
now be added as the fourth member. An International Investment Insurance Agency (liA) will shortly be set up, with a view to the introduction of a multilateral system for insurance against political risks
affecting foreign investments. In the course of the discussion, Mr. Broches
made the point that the Bank occasionally follows not only economic but
political guidelines. Professor Alting von Geusau contested the view of Mr.
Schurmann that technological development facilitates co-operation, arguing
that it may on the contrary lead to the strengthening of nationalistic
feelings. This can also occur as a result of the Declaration on Friendly
Relations and Co-operation among States, in the view of the disillusioned
Professor Rilling; he considers that the Declaration does not go far enough
to be regarded as a law of friendly relations. For the same reasons, Dr. Pelt
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also was not much impressed by this Declaration, but he added that it was
not entirely valueless, inasmuch as it gives clear expression to the imperfect state of the present-day international legal order.
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